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4  REGULATIONS FOR WORLD AND 
OLYMPIC TITLE COMPETITIONS 

 (Additional to Regulations for International Competitions) 

 

4.1 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 

4.1.1 Authority for Organisation 

4.1.1.1 The title "World Championships", referred to in this Section as 
"Championships", shall be bestowed by the AGM on the championship events 
at a tournament organised by an Association entrusted with the task. 

4.1.1.2 The closing date for applications to stage Championships shall be specified 
by the Executive Committee and notified to all Associations, giving at least 6 
months’ notice. 

4.1.1.3 All applications shall be considered by the Executive Committee and shall be 
submitted to the AGM, together with the report of the Selection Committee, if 
applicable, on venues for the occasion in question. 

4.1.1.4 Where necessary, the AGM or the Executive Committee may ask one or more 
members of the appropriate Committee to visit the country of an Association 
applying for the right to organise the Championships to satisfy themselves as 
to the adequacy of the proposed playing and other arrangements; the cost of 
such visits shall be borne by that Association.  

4.1.1.5 If, after an option has been granted, circumstances change in such a way as 
to be likely to prejudice the satisfactory conduct of the Championships, the 
option may be revoked by a 2/3 majority vote at an AGM prior to the 
Championships; between AGMs the Board of Directors shall have power to 
transfer the Championships or to take any other appropriate action. 

4.1.2 Responsibilities of Organisers 

4.1.2.1 An Association granted the right to organise the Championships, hereafter 
referred to as the "organisers" shall be responsible for conducting them in 
accordance with the Laws of Table Tennis, the Regulations for International 
Competitions and the Regulations for World Title Competitions, as modified or 
supplemented by any directives authorised by the Board of Directors. 

4.1.2.2 Organisers shall provide accommodation and meals from the evening before 
the Championships begin until the morning after the Championships end for 

4.1.2.2.1 not more than 3 men and 3 women players nominated by an Association; 

4.1.2.2.2 1 delegate to the AGM from each Association if he is not already included 
in the nominated players listed above; 
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4.1.2.2.3 members of the ITTF Executive Council, the Board of Directors and the 
Olympics Commission and full members of Committees; 

4.1.2.2.4 up to 4 members of the Doping Control Panel appointed by the Sports 
Science Committee; 

4.1.2.2.5 up to 3 members of the Calendar Working Group; 

4.1.2.2.6 up to 8 members of the Athletes' Commission; 

4.1.2.2.7 Personal Honorary Members; 

4.1.2.2.8 International Umpires and Referees from other Associations invited in 
accordance with directives issued by the ITTF; 

4.1.2.2.9 up to 3 members of the ITTF staff. 

4.1.2.3 If the business of the ITTF extends outside the period of the Championships 
the period of hospitality for those entitled to participate in such business shall 
be extended correspondingly. 

4.1.2.4 Organisers shall provide free medical care and medicine for all participants, 
but each Association is recommended to insure its players and officials 
against illness and injury for the duration of the Championships. 

4.1.2.5 Organisers shall meet the cost of transport between the place of 
accommodation and the playing hall,  

4.1.2.6 Organisers shall request their national authorities to waive visa charges for all 
participants. 

4.1.2.7 Organisers shall ensure free access to the playing hall and free circulation 
therein for all the players, officials and members listed in 4.1.2.2, for any 
additional players and committee members and for any interpreter, doctor or 
medical adviser appointed by the ITTF. 

4.1.2.8 Organisers shall provide first-class interpreting in at least four languages, 
preferably by simultaneous translation with the appropriate equipment. 

4.1.2.9 Organisers shall provide the ITTF with offices at the venue of the 
Championships and place at its disposal translation, computer, internet, 
telephone, telefax and duplicating facilities. 

4.1.2.10 Organisers shall publish a prospectus giving the main details of the 
organisation of the Championships, including 

4.1.2.10.1 the dates and place of the Championships; 

4.1.2.10.2 the events to be held; 

4.1.2.10.3 the equipment to be used; 

4.1.2.10.4 the procedure for entry, the entry fees and the undertakings required; 

4.1.2.10.5 the date and place of the draw; 

4.1.2.10.6 the dates of Jury meetings and of AGM sessions; 
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4.1.2.10.7 the extent of hospitality for players and officials; 

4.1.2.10.8 any directives authorised by the Board of Directors for the Championships. 

4.1.2.11 During the Championships Organisers shall make available promptly to 
members of the ITTF Executive Committee, Board of Directors members and 
team captains details of results, including points scores; as soon as possible 
after the completion of the Championships Organisers shall publish the 
complete results, including points scores, and circulate them to all 
Associations. 

 

4.1.3 Eligibility 

4.1.3.1 Only an Association which is not in arrears (1.15.3.3) shall be eligible to enter 
teams or individual players in the Championships. 

4.1.3.2 In addition to provisions of 3.8 players being eligible to represent an 
association other than the one they intend to represent, shall register with the 
ITTF, through this new association.  

4.1.3.3  Such player shall not represent the new association before  

4.1.3.3.1  3 years after the date of registration, if the player is under the age of 15 
when registered;  

4.1.3.3.2  5 years after the date of registration, if the player is under the age of 18 
but at least 15 years of age when registered;  

4.1.3.3.3  7 years after the date of registration, if the player is under the age of 21 
but at least 18 years of age when registered. 

4.1.3.4  Players being 21 years of age or older will not be registered with the ITTF and 
will not be eligible to represent a new association at World Championships.  

 

4.1.4 Entry Fees and Levy 

4.1.4.1 The entry fees shall be US $100 for each entry in a team event, US $50 for 
each pair in a doubles event and US $25 for each entry in a singles event. 

4.1.4.2 The entry fees shall be paid to the organisers at the time of entry and shall be 
shared equally between the organisers and the ITTF. 

4.1.4.3 Fees for entries from an Association are due from that Association and shall 
always be payable, except that the Board of Directors may waive the fees 
where an Association is prevented from participating in the Championships by 
circumstances outside its control. 

 

4.1.5 Submission of Entries 

4.1.5.1 The intention to enter teams or players shall be notified to the ITTF in a 
preliminary notification form provided by the Secretariat; the closing date for 
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the receipt of this form shall be not later than 4 calendar months before the 
start of the Championships. 

4.1.5.2 Entries shall be submitted on forms distributed, together with the prospectus, 
by the Secretariat. 

4.1.5.3 One set of these entry forms shall be returned to the Secretariat; the closing 
date for the receipt of these forms shall be not later than 2 calendar months 
before the start of the Championships. 

4.1.5.4 An Association may nominate up to 5 players and a non-playing captain for a 
team event; if a non-playing captain is not appointed one of the team players 
shall be designated as captain. 

4.1.5.5 An Association shall rank its nominated players and pairs in order of playing 
strength, which shall be consistent with their current world ranking.  

4.1.5.6 The ITTF may accept only formal nominations by an eligible Association, 
which are received, properly signed by a responsible representative of the 
nominating Association, on or before the closing date. 

 

4.1.6 Modification of Entries 

4.1.6.1 Modified entries shall be accepted by the organisers, if notified by a 
representative of the nominating Association, at any time up to the day before 
the draw. 

4.1.6.2 The nominating Association may change the composition of a team by 
notifying the organisers up to the time of the Jury meeting preceding the 
Championships, but in no circumstances after the start of the event. 

4.1.6.3 As soon as he arrives at the Championships venue, the representative of an 
Association requesting a change to the draw in consequence of any error or 
absence shall notify the referee or his deputy, or confirm any change already 
notified, on a form provided for the purpose. 

4.1.6.4 A request for modification of an entry cannot be considered unless it is made 
or confirmed by the representative of an Association immediately on arrival, 
other than a request based on the subsequent absence, illness or injury of 
one player of a doubles pair, which shall be made as soon as the contingency 
arises.  

4.1.6.5 All alterations that are authorised shall be notified immediately to team 
captains and, where appropriate, to Association representatives. 

 

4.1.7 Entry Obligations 

4.1.7.1 The entry form shall contain a statement, to be signed by a responsible 
representative of the nominating Association on behalf of all its nominated 
players and captains, that they understand and accept the conditions of the 
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Championships and that they are prepared to compete against all other teams 
and individuals participating; no entry shall be valid unless accompanied by 
this declaration. 

4.1.7.2 In individual events all entrants are accepted as individual competitors; they 
shall be bound to do their utmost to win the events for which they are entered, 
irrespective of whether other entrants from the same Association have been 
accepted to take part, and they shall not withdraw except for reasons of 
illness or injury. 

 

4.1.8 Jury 

4.1.8.1 The Jury shall consist of the Technical Committee, the Chairmen of the 
Ranking and Rules Committees, a representative of the Umpires&Referees 
Committee, the Championships Director (or his equivalent), a representative 
of the organising committee and the referee; the referee shall have the right to 
speak but not to vote. 

4.1.8.2 If either the Chairman of the Ranking Committee or the Chairman of the Rules 
Committee is unable to attend a meeting of the Jury he may nominate to 
attend in his place another member of his Committee, who shall have the right 
to speak and to vote. 

4.1.8.3 The Chairman of the Jury shall be appointed by the Technical Committee. 

4.1.8.4 Any Association directly affected by a matter under consideration at a Jury 
meeting shall be entitled to be represented at that meeting but shall not be 
entitled to vote. 

4.1.8.5 The Jury shall have power to decide any question of appeal within the 
jurisdiction of a tournament management committee and to authorise team 
changes.  

4.1.8.6 The Jury shall meet before the start of the Championships to be informed of 
all draw alterations requested up to that time and to decide any requests for 
changes in the composition of teams; any subsequent questions of draw 
alteration shall be decided by the Technical Committee and the Jury shall 
meet again only when convened by that Committee to consider appeals 
against its administrative decisions or decisions of the referee. 

 

4.1.9 Events 

4.1.9.1 In even numbered years, the Championships shall include men's team and 
women's team events; while in odd numbered years the Championships shall 
include men's singles, women's singles, men's doubles, women's doubles and 
mixed doubles events. 

4.1.9.2 In doubles events, both players shall be from the same Association. 
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4.1.9.3 The system of play in team and individual events and its implementation date 
shall be decided by the Board of Directors, on the recommendation of the 
Technical Committee. 

4.1.9.4 Team matches shall be the best of 5 singles, as provided in 3.7.6.1. 

4.1.9.5 There shall not be more than 128 places in the first round proper of a singles 
and mixed doubles event nor more than 64 places in the first round proper of 
a men’s and women’s doubles event, unless otherwise authorised by the 
Executive Committee. 

4.1.9.6 Each Association shall be entitled to at least a set number of entries in each 
singles event, but additional entries may be allowed to the organising 
Association and to other Associations with players near the top of the ranking 
list current 3 calendar months before the Championships; the number of 
entries permitted to each Association and the basis on which entries may be 
assigned to a qualifying competition shall be authorised by the Board of 
Directors and notified to all Associations not later than 6 calendar months 
before the start of the Championships. 

4.1.9.7 Each Association shall be entitled to 5 entries in each singles event, with 1 
additional entry in the appropriate event for each place held by its player in 
the first 10 places of the first issue of the ITTF world ranking list in the year of 
the Championships, up to 7 players in each individual event. 

4.1.9.7.1 The host Association may enter up to 7 pairs in the mixed doubles and 7 
players in each other individual event. 

4.1.9.7.2 Different players may be entered in each doubles event. However, the 
number of players entered in doubles must not exceed the number of 
players entered in the corresponding singles. In mixed doubles the 
number of pairs entered must not exceed the number of players 
nominated in the men’s or women’s singles, whichever is the lower. 

4.1.9.8 Players of the same Association shall be separated only according to 3.6.3.1, 
3.6.3.3, 3.6.3.4, 3.6.3.5 in preliminary rounds and groups and in the first round 
of the draw but not in further rounds. 

 

4.1.10 Default 

4.1.10.1 An Association whose team is entered in the draw but which fails to compete 
in the event without adequate justification may be subject to disciplinary 
action by the AGM. 

4.1.10.2 A team may begin, continue and complete a team match only with the full 
complement of players specified for the event, except that the referee may, at 
his discretion, allow a team to play with one player absent or an individual 
match to be omitted from the sequence where he is satisfied that the absence 
is due to accident, illness, injury or other circumstances outside the control of 
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the player or the Association concerned, including disqualification by the 
referee in accordance with his authority.  

4.1.10.3 An Association whose team begins to play in the event but which fails to 
complete its schedule of matches shall be liable to forfeit its entitlement to 
hospitality for its representatives at the Championships; an appeal against 
forfeit may be made to the Jury, whose decision shall be final. 

 

4.1.11 Doping Control 

4.1.11.1 Doping controls shall be carried out in accordance with ITTF Anti-Doping 
rules (Chapter 5). 

 

4.1.12 Awards and Presentations 

4.1.12.1 The permanent Championship trophies shall be: 

4.1.12.1.1 the Swaythling Cup for the men's team event; 

4.1.12.1.2 the Marcel Corbillon Cup for the women's team event; 

4.1.12.1.3 the St Bride Vase for the men's singles event; 

4.1.12.1.4 the G Geist Prize for the women's singles event; 

4.1.12.1.5 the Iran Cup for the men's doubles event; 

4.1.12.1.6 the W J Pope Trophy for the women's doubles event; 

4.1.12.1.7 the Heydusek prize for the mixed doubles event. 

4.1.12.2 The Association whose team wins a team event, and the winner of an 
individual event, shall be entitled to hold the appropriate trophy until 31st 
December in the year following that in which it is won; the pair winning a 
doubles event shall agree or decide by lot the order in which each of them 
shall hold the trophy for half of the specified period. 

4.1.12.3 A player who wins the men's or women's singles event 3 times in succession 
or 4 times in all shall receive from the ITTF a half-size replica of the 
appropriate trophy as a permanent possession. 

4.1.12.4 In both team and individual events the winners shall receive gold medals, the 
losing finalists silver medals and the losing semi-finalists bronze medals. 

4.1.12.5 At presentation ceremonies for both team and individual events the national 
flags of the gold, silver and bronze medal winners shall be raised and the 
national anthem of the gold medal winner shall be played. 

4.1.12.6 The Association whose team or player wins a trophy shall acknowledge its 
receipt in writing and at the end of the specified period shall deliver it, within 
14 days of a formal notification by the Secretariat, at an agreed time and to an 
agreed place. 
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4.1.12.7 The Association acknowledging receipt of a trophy shall be responsible for its 
safe keeping including the arrangement of insurance, but the cost of 
insurance and of inscription of winners' names, which in team events should 
include any non-playing captain, shall be borne by the ITTF. 

4.1.12.8 If a trophy is lost while in the possession of an Association, that Association 
shall be responsible for the provision of a similar replacement.  

4.1.12.9 At the closing ceremony the Egypt Cup, the symbol of the friendship of the 
Championships, shall be handed over to a representative of the city in which 
the next Championships will take place; this city shall hold the Egypt Cup until 
the next Championships. 

 

4.1.13 Television 

4.1.13.1 The right to televise the Championships shall be vested in the ITTF, which 
shall receive a levy on any fees paid of US$32,000 or 20% of the fees, 
whichever is the greater, unless otherwise agreed by the Executive 
Committee. 
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4.2 WORLD JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIPS 

 

4.2.1 Authority for Organisation 

4.2.1.1 The title "World Junior Championships", referred to in this Section as 
"Championships", shall be bestowed by the AGM on the championship events 
at a tournament organised by an Association entrusted with the task. 

4.2.1.2 The closing date for applications to stage Championships shall be specified 
by the Executive Committee and notified to all Associations, giving at least 6 
months’ notice; applications shall be accepted only for the next 2 
Championships. 

4.2.1.3 All applications shall be considered by the Executive Committee and shall be 
submitted to the Board, together with details on venues for the occasion in 
question. 

4.2.1.4 Where necessary, the Board or the Executive Committee may ask one 
member of the Junior Commission to visit the country of an Association 
applying for the right to organise the Championships to satisfy themselves as 
to the adequacy of the proposed playing and other arrangements; the cost of 
such visits shall be borne by that Association. 

4.2.1.5 If, after an option has been granted, circumstances change in such a way as 
to be likely to prejudice the satisfactory conduct of the Championships, the 
option may be revoked by a 2/3 majority vote at the AGM preceding the 
Championships; between AGMs the Board of Directors shall have power to 
transfer the Championships or to take any other appropriate action. 

 

4.2.2 Responsibilities of Organisers 

4.2.2.1 An Association granted the right to organise the Championships, hereafter 
referred to as the "organisers" shall be responsible for conducting them in 
accordance with the Laws of Table Tennis, the Regulations for International 
Competitions and the Regulations for World Junior Championships, as 
modified or supplemented by any directives authorised by the Board of 
Directors. 

4.2.2.2 Organisers shall provide accommodation and meals from the evening before 
the Championships begin until the morning after the Championships end for 

4.2.2.2.1 not more than 2 boys players nominated by an Association eligible for the 
boys team event; 

4.2.2.2.2 not more than 2 girls players nominated by an Association eligible for the 
girls team event; 

4.2.2.2.3 not more than 1 coach of an Association participating in 1 or 2 team 
events; 
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4.2.2.2.4 members of the ITTF Executive Committee and the Junior Commission; 

4.2.2.2.5 up to 2 members of the Doping Control Panel appointed by the Sports 
Science Committee; 

4.2.2.2.6 up to 2 ITTF Committee or Commission Chairmen nominated by the 
Executive Committee; 

4.2.2.2.7 International Umpires and Referees from other Associations invited in 
accordance with directives issued by the ITTF; 

4.2.2.2.8 up to 3 members of the ITTF staff; 

4.2.2.3 Organisers shall provide free medical care and medicine for all participants, 
but each Association is recommended to insure its players and officials 
against illness and injury for the duration of the Championships. 

4.2.2.4 Organisers shall meet the cost of transport between the place of 
accommodation and the playing hall, and to request its national authorities to 
waive visa charges for all participants. 

4.2.2.5 Organisers shall request their national authorities to waive visa charges for all 
participants. 

4.2.2.6 Organisers shall ensure free access to the playing hall and free circulation 
therein for all the players, officials and members listed in 4.2.2.2, for any 
additional players and ITTF officials and for any interpreter, doctor or medical 
adviser appointed by the ITTF. 

4.2.2.7 Organisers shall provide the ITTF with offices at the venue of the 
Championships and place at its disposal translation, computer, internet, 
telephone, telefax and duplicating facilities. 

4.2.2.8 Organisers shall publish a prospectus giving the main details of the 
organisation of the Championships, including 

4.2.2.8.1 the dates and place of the Championships; 

4.2.2.8.2 the events to be held; 

4.2.2.8.3 the equipment to be used; 

4.2.2.8.4 the procedure for entry, the entry fees and the undertakings required; 

4.2.2.8.5 the date and place of the draw; 

4.2.2.8.6 the dates of Jury meetings; 

4.2.2.8.7 the extent of hospitality for players and officials; 

4.2.2.8.8 any directives authorised by the Board of Directors for the Championships. 

4.2.2.9 During the Championships Organisers shall make available promptly to 
members of the ITTF Executive Committee, Board of Directors members 
and team captains details of results, including points scores; as soon as 
possible after the completion of the Championships Organisers shall 
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publish the complete results, including points scores, and circulate them to 
all Associations. 

 

4.2.3 Eligibility 

4.2.3.1 Only an Association which is not in arrears (1.16.3.3) shall be eligible to enter 
teams or individual players in the Championships. 

4.2.3.2 The system of qualification for team and individual events shall be determined 
by the Board not later than 18 months before the start of the Championships. 

4.2.3.3 All players shall be juniors according to 3.7.4.2. 

4.2.3.4 In addition to provisions of 3.8 players being eligible to represent an 
association other than the one they intend to represent, shall register with the 
ITTF, through this new association.  

4.2.3.5  Such player shall not represent the new association before  

4.2.3.5.1  3 years after the date of registration, if the player is under the age of 15 
when registered;  

 

4.2.4 Entry Fees 

4.2.4.1 The entry fees shall be $ 50 for each entry in a team event, $ 30 for each pair 
in a doubles event and $ 15 for each entry in a singles event. 

4.2.4.2 The entry fees shall be paid to the organisers at the time of entry and shall be 
shared equally between the organisers and the ITTF. 

4.2.4.3 Fees for entries from an Association are due from that Association and shall 
always be payable, except that the Board of Directors may waive the fees 
where an Association is prevented from participating in the Championships by 
circumstances outside its control. 

 

4.2.5 Qualification and Entries 

4.2.5.1 The intention of an Association qualified to enter teams or players shall be 
notified to the organisers and the ITTF in a preliminary notification form 
provided by the Secretariat; the closing date for the receipt of this form shall 
be not later than 4 calendar months before the start of the Championships. 

4.2.5.2 Entries shall be submitted on forms distributed, together with the prospectus, 
by the Secretariat. 

4.2.5.3 Two sets of these entry forms shall be returned to the organisers and one set 
to the Secretariat; the closing date for the receipt of these forms shall be not 
later than 2 calendar months before the start of the Championships. 

4.2.5.4 An Association may nominate up to 4 qualified boys and up to 4 qualified girls 
players. 



4: Regulations for World and Olympic Title Competitions 

Page 63 
Handbook 2009-2010 

4.2.5.5 An Association shall rank its nominated players and pairs in order of playing 
strength, which shall be consistent with their current ranking in the World 
Junior Ranking List. 

4.2.5.6 Organisers may accept only formal nominations by an eligible Association, 
which are received, properly signed by a responsible representative of the 
nominating Association, on or before the closing date. 

 

4.2.6 Modification of Entries 

4.2.6.1 The nominating Association may change the composition of a team by 
notifying the organisers up to the time of the Jury meeting preceding the 
Championships, but in no circumstances after the start of the event. 

4.2.6.2 As soon as he arrives at the Championships venue, the representative of an 
Association requesting a change to the draw in consequence of any error or 
absence shall notify the referee or his deputy, or confirm any change already 
notified, on a form provided for the purpose. 

4.2.6.3 A request for modification of an entry cannot be considered unless it is made 
or confirmed by the representative of an Association immediately on arrival, 
other than a request based on the subsequent absence, illness or injury of 
one player of a doubles pair, which shall be made as soon as the contingency 
arises.  

4.2.6.4 All alterations that are authorised shall be notified immediately to team 
captains and, where appropriate, to Association representatives. 

 

4.2.7 Entry Obligations 

4.2.7.1 The entry form shall contain a statement, to be signed by a responsible 
representative of the nominating Association on behalf of all its nominated 
players and captains, that they understand and accept the conditions of the 
Championships and that they are prepared to compete against all other teams 
and individuals participating; no entry shall be valid unless accompanied by 
this declaration. 

4.2.7.2 In individual events all entrants are accepted as individual competitors; they 
shall be bound to do their utmost to win the events for which they are entered, 
irrespective of whether other entrants from the same Association have been 
accepted to take part, and they shall not withdraw except for reasons of 
illness or injury. 

 

4.2.8 Jury 

4.2.8.1 The Jury shall consist of the Chairmen of the ITTF Junior Commission, the 
Chairmen of the ITTF Ranking and Rules Committees, a representative of the 
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Umpires & Referees Committee, the ITTF Junior Program Manager, the ITTF 
Competition Manager, the Championships Director (or his equivalent), a 
representative of the organising committee and the referee; the referee shall 
have the right to speak but not to vote. 

4.2.8.2 If either the Chairman of the Ranking Committee or the Chairman of the Rules 
Committee is unable to attend a meeting of the Jury he may nominate to 
attend in his place another member of his Committee, who shall have the right 
to speak and to vote. 

4.2.8.3 The Chairman of the Jury shall be appointed by the Chairmen of the ITTF 
Junior Commission or in his absence by the ITTF Junior Program Manager. 

4.2.8.4 Any Association directly affected by a matter under consideration at a Jury 
meeting shall be entitled to be represented at that meeting but shall not be 
entitled to vote. 

4.2.8.5 The Jury shall have power to decide any question of appeal within the 
jurisdiction of a tournament management committee.  

4.2.8.6 The Jury shall meet before the start of the Championships to be informed of 
all draw alterations requested up to that time; any subsequent questions of 
draw alteration shall be decided by the ITTF Junior Commission and the Jury 
shall meet again only when convened by that Commission to consider 
appeals against its administrative decisions or decisions of the referee. 

 

4.2.9 Events 

4.2.9.1 The Championships shall include boys’ team and girls’ team events as well as 
boys’ singles and doubles, girls’ singles and doubles and mixed doubles 
events. 

4.2.9.1.1 With the exception of mixed doubles events, both players of a doubles 
shall be from the same Association. 

4.2.9.2 The system of play in the team and individual events, in groups and stages, 
shall be decided by the Board of Directors, on the recommendation of the 
Junior Commission, and shall be notified to all Associations not later than 6 
calendar months before the start of the Championships. 

 

4.2.10 Default 

4.2.10.1 An Association whose team is entered in the draw but which fails to compete 
in the event without adequate justification may be subject to disciplinary 
action by the AGM. 

4.2.10.2 A team may begin, continue and complete a team match only with the full 
complement of players specified for the event, except that the referee may, at 
his discretion, allow a team to play with one player absent or an individual 
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match to be omitted from the sequence where he is satisfied that the absence 
is due to accident, illness, injury or other circumstances outside the control of 
the player or the Association concerned, including disqualification by the 
referee in accordance with his authority.  

4.2.10.3 An Association whose team begins to play in the event but which fails to 
complete its schedule of matches shall be liable to forfeit its entitlement to 
hospitality for its representatives at the Championships; an appeal against 
forfeit may be made to the Jury, whose decision shall be final. 

 

4.2.11 Doping Control 

4.2.11.1 Doping controls shall be carried out in accordance with ITTF Anti-Doping 
rules (Chapter 5). 

 

4.2.12 Awards and Presentations 

4.2.12.1 In both team and individual events the winners shall receive gold medals, the 
losing finalists silver medals and the losing semi-finalists bronze medals. 

4.2.12.2 At presentation ceremonies for both team and individual events the national 
flags of the gold, silver and bronze medal winners shall be raised and the 
national anthem of the gold medal winner shall be played. 

 

4.2.13 Television 

4.2.13.1 The right to televise the Championships shall be vested in the ITTF. 
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4.3  WORLD CUP 

 

4.3.1  Composition  

4.3.1.1  Separate World Cup Tournaments for men and women will be held annually 
and each will be a singles competition.  

4.3.1.2  The participants will consist of the current holder of the World Cup, the World 
Champion, the champion player or the strongest current player from each of 
the 6 continents, 1 player from the host Association, the top 8 players from 
the World Ranking List and 2 "wild card" selections. The number of players 
may be modified by the Executive Committee from time to time.  

4.3.1.3  There shall not be more than 2 players from an Association unless a third is 
invited as a "wild card" selection. If the World Champion and the World Cup 
title holder is the same player, or the host Association has a player qualified 
as title holder or from the World Ranking, the available invitation place goes to 
the next highest eligible player on the World Ranking List.  

4.3.1.4  Participants will be provided with free meals and accommodation from dinner 
on the evening before the start of the competition to breakfast on the morning 
after it ends; continental representatives will also be provided with free return 
travel tickets to the venue.  

 

4.3.2  Authority  

4.3.2.1  The ITTF shall be the sole owner of the World Cup title and tournaments.  

4.3.2.2  An Association may be granted permission to organise the tournament; 
submission of an application to do so shall be regarded as implying 
knowledge and acceptance of these and all other applicable regulations.  

4.3.2.3  Organisers shall not, without prior consent of the ITTF, delegate any of their 
authority nor make any contract or agreement with any other body, such as a 
Regional Association, a municipal authority or a sponsor.  

4.3.2.4  Any agreement made between the organisers and any other body shall not 
conflict with nor derogate from the principle of these regulations; in case of 
any dispute the authority of the ITTF, as exercised through its 
representatives, shall be paramount. 

4.3.2.5  The ITTF may enter into contracts with promoters or sponsors. 

 

4.3.3 Appointments 

4.3.3.1 For each tournament the ITTF Competition Department shall appoint a 
Tournament Director and a Competition Manager. 
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4.3.3.2 The Tournament Director shall be responsible to the ITTF Competition 
Department for ensuring observance of the conditions laid down for the 
tournament, including approval of the arrangements made by the organisers 
for ceremonies and presentations, protocol and seating arrangements at 
ceremonies and social functions and the presentation of play. 

4.3.3.3 The Competition Manager shall be responsible to the ITTF for ensuring the 
adequacy of equipment and playing conditions, supervising the draw and 
scheduling matches. 

 

4.3.4 Doping control 

4.3.4.1 Doping controls shall be carried out in accordance with ITTF Anti-Doping 
rules (Chapter 5). 

 

4.3.5 Playing System 

4.3.5.1 The playing system will be determined by the Executive Committee on 
recommendation by the Competition Department. The selected players and 
their associations will be informed of the playing system to be used in the 
prospectus at the same time as the issuance of the invitation to the 
participants. 

 

4.3.6 Eligibility 

4.3.6.1 In addition to provisions of 3.8 players being eligible to represent an 
association other than the one they intend to represent, shall register with the 
ITTF, through this new association.  

4.3.6.2 Such player shall not represent the new association before  

4.3.6.2.1 3 years after the date of registration, if the player is under the age of 15 
when registered;  

4.3.6.2.2 5 years after the date of registration, if the player is under the age of 18 
but at least 15 years of age when registered;  

4.3.6.2.3 7 years after the date of registration, if the player is under the age of 21 
but at least 18 years of age when registered. 

4.3.6.3 Players being 21 years of age or older will not be registered with the ITTF and 
will not be eligible to represent a new association at the World Cup. 
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4.4 WORLD TEAM CUP 

 

4.4.1 Composition 

4.4.1.1 The World Team Cup Tournament consisting of a men’s and a women’s team 
event will be held each odd numbered year. 

4.4.1.2 In each event the 12 participating teams representing national associations 
will consist of the teams placing 1 to 7 at the preceding World Team 
Championships, a team of the host Association and 4 teams from Continental 
Federations not otherwise represented at the event. 

4.4.1.3 If the team of the host Association is qualified by its ranking at the preceding 
World Team Championships then the team placing 8th at these World Team 
Championships shall participate. 

4.4.1.4 Participants will be provided with free meals and accommodation from dinner 
on the evening before the start of the competition to breakfast on the morning 
after it ends. 

 

4.4.2 Authority 

4.4.2.1 The ITTF shall be the sole owner of the World Team Cup title and 
tournament. 

4.4.2.2 An Association may be granted permission to organise the tournament; 
submission of an application to do so shall be regarded as implying 
knowledge and acceptance of these and all other applicable regulations. 

4.4.2.3 Organisers shall not, without prior consent of the ITTF, delegate any of their 
authority nor make any contract or agreement with any other body, such as a 
Regional Association, a municipal authority or a sponsor. 

4.4.2.4 Any agreement made between the organisers and any other body shall not 
conflict with nor derogate from the principle of these regulations; in case of 
any dispute the authority of the ITTF, as exercised through its 
representatives, shall be paramount. 

4.4.2.5 The ITTF may enter into contracts with promoters or sponsors. 

 

4.4.3 Appointments 

4.4.3.1 For each tournament the ITTF Competition Department shall appoint a 
Tournament Director and a Competition Manager. 

4.4.3.2 The Tournament Director shall be responsible to the ITTF Competition 
Department for ensuring observance of the conditions laid down for the 
tournament, including approval of the arrangements made by the organisers 
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for ceremonies and presentations, protocol and seating arrangements at 
ceremonies and social functions and the presentation of play. 

4.4.3.3 The Competition Manager shall be responsible to the ITTF for ensuring the 
adequacy of equipment and playing conditions, supervising the draw and 
scheduling matches. 

 

4.4.4 Doping control  

4.4.4.1 Doping controls shall be carried out in accordance with ITTF Anti-Doping 
rules (Chapter 5). 

 

4.4.5 Playing System 

4.4.5.1 The 4 teams from Continental Federations not qualified by their ranking at the 
preceding World Team Championships shall compete in an “Intercontinental 
Cup” played on round-robin. 

4.4.5.2 The winner of the “Intercontinental Cup” shall play a play-off match against 
the lowest seeded of the other 8 teams, other than the host association’s 
team. The winner of this play-off match shall promote to the event proper 
which shall be played on straight knock-out. 

4.4.5.3 Seeding shall be done according to the last available Team World Ranking. 

4.4.5.4 All team matches shall be played on the Olympic System with a maximum of 
4 singles and 1 doubles according to 3.7.6.3. 

4.4.5.5 All individual matches of a team match shall be the best of 5 games. 

4.4.5.6 The playing system may be modified by the Executive Committee on the 
recommendation of the Competition Department. Any changes to the playing 
system will be informed to the participating associations in the prospectus at 
the time of issuance of the invitation to participate.  

 

4.4.6 Eligibility 

4.4.6.1 In addition to provisions of 3.8 players being eligible to represent an 
association other than the one they intend to represent, shall register with the 
ITTF, through this new association.  

4.4.6.2 Such player shall not represent the new association before  

4.4.6.2.1 3 years after the date of registration, if the player is under the age of 15 
when registered;  

4.4.6.2.2 5 years after the date of registration, if the player is under the age of 18 
but at least 15 years of age when registered;  

4.4.6.2.3 7 years after the date of registration, if the player is under the age of 21 
but at least 18 years of age when registered. 
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4.4.6.3 Players being 21 years of age or older will not be registered with the ITTF and 
will not be eligible to represent a new association at the World Team Cup. 
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4.5 OLYMPICS COMPETITIONS 

 

4.5.1 Eligibility 

4.5.1.1 To be eligible for participation in the Olympic Games a player, coach or official 
shall comply with the Olympic Charter as well as with the ITTF rules. In 
particular the above mentioned persons shall 

4.5.1.1.1 be entered by their National Olympic Committee (NOC); 

4.5.1.1.2 respect the spirit of fair play and non violence, and behave accordingly on 
the field of play; 

4.5.1.1.3 respect and comply in all aspects with the World Anti-Doping Code; 

4.5.1.1.4 not allow their person, name, picture or sports performances to be used for 
advertising purposes during the Olympic Games, except as permitted by 
the IOC Executive Board. 

4.5.1.2 The entry or participation of a player in the Olympic Games shall not be 
conditional on any financial consideration. 

4.5.1.3 Any player shall be a national of the country of the NOC which is entering 
him. 

4.5.1.3.1 A player who is a national of 2 or more countries at the same time may 
represent either one of them, as he may elect.  

4.5.1.3.2 After having represented one country in the Olympic Games, in continental 
or regional games or in world or regional championships recognised by the 
ITTF, a player may not represent another country unless he meets the 
conditions set forth in 4.5.1.3.3.  

4.5.1.3.3 A player who has represented one country in the Olympic Games, in 
continental or regional games or in world or regional championships 
recognised by the ITTF and who has changed his nationality or acquired a 
new nationality, may participate in the Olympic Games to represent his 
new country provided that at least 3 years have passed since the player 
last represented his former country.  

4.5.1.3.4 The 3-years-period mentioned in 4.5.1.3.3 may be reduced or even 
cancelled, with the agreement of the NOCs concerned and the ITTF 
Executive Committee, by the IOC Executive Board, which takes into 
account the circumstances of each case. 

4.5.1.3.5 If an associated state, province or overseas department, a country or 
colony acquires independence, if a country becomes incorporated within 
another country by reason of a change of border, or if a new NOC is 
recognised by the IOC, a player may continue to represent the country to 
which he belongs or belonged. However, he may, if he prefers, choose to 
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represent his country or be entered in the Olympic Games by his new 
NOC if one exists. This particular choice may be made only once. 

4.5.1.4 All disputes relating to the determination of the country which a player may 
represent in the Olympic Games and in particular issue specific requirements 
relating to nationality, citizenship, domicile or residence of the player, 
including the duration of any waiting period, shall be resolved by the IOC 
Executive Board. 

 

4.5.2 Events 

4.5.2.1 The Olympics competition shall include at least men's singles, women's 
singles, men's team and women's team events. 

4.5.2.2 The Team Match System in team events and the system of play in both team 
and individual events including any qualifying competitions shall be decided 
by the Board of Directors, on the recommendation of the Olympics 
Commission, and all Associations shall be notified in accordance with the 
schedule set by the IOC. 

 

4.5.3 Doping Control 

4.5.3.1 Doping control shall be carried out in accordance with IOC rules. 
 


